
“ The	
  background	
  knowledge	
  necessary	
  for	
  
func4onal	
  literacy	
  and	
  effec4ve	
  na4onal	
  
communica4on...	
  To	
  be	
  culturally	
  literate	
  is	
  to	
  
possess	
  the	
  basic	
  informa4on	
  needed	
  to	
  thrive	
  
in	
  the	
  modern	
  world.

—	
  E.D.	
  Hirsch



Cultural	
  Literacy
with	
  Jo	
  Facer



Jones	
  sacrificed	
  and	
  
knocked	
  in	
  a	
  run



“ Cultural	
  literacy	
  cons4tutes	
  the	
  only	
  sure	
  avenue	
  
of	
  opportunity	
  for	
  disadvantaged	
  children,	
  the	
  
only	
  reliable	
  way	
  of	
  comba4ng	
  the	
  social	
  
determinism	
  that	
  now	
  condemns	
  them	
  to	
  
remain	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  social	
  and	
  educa4onal	
  
posi4on	
  as	
  their	
  parents.

—	
  E.D.	
  Hirsch



Rousseau



Dewey



Session	
  aims



• The	
  values	
  implicit	
  and	
  explicit	
  in	
  a	
  curriculum

• Thinking	
  about	
  what	
  to	
  teach	
  how	
  best	
  to	
  
communicate	
  it

• Exploring	
  what	
  students	
  need	
  from	
  schools



2007	
  &	
  2013	
  curricula



• Competence

• Crea4vity

• Cultural	
  understanding

• Cri4cal	
  understanding

2007	
  key	
  concepts



“ Through	
  English,	
  pupils	
  learn	
  about	
  the	
  great	
  
tradi4ons	
  of	
  English	
  literature...	
  They	
  develop	
  
understanding	
  of	
  con4nuity	
  and	
  contrast,	
  and	
  
gain	
  an	
  apprecia4on	
  of	
  the	
  linguis4c	
  heritages	
  
that	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  richness	
  of	
  spoken	
  and	
  
wriAen	
  language.	
  Comparing	
  texts	
  helps	
  pupils	
  
to	
  explore	
  ideas	
  of	
  cultural	
  excellence	
  and	
  allows	
  
them	
  to	
  engage	
  with	
  new	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  culture	
  
develops...

2007



“ ...Literature,	
  especially,	
  plays	
  a	
  key	
  role	
  in	
  such	
  
development.	
  Reading	
  also	
  enables	
  pupils	
  both	
  
to	
  acquire	
  knowledge	
  and	
  to	
  build	
  on	
  what	
  they	
  
already	
  know.	
  All	
  the	
  skills	
  of	
  language	
  are	
  
essen4al	
  to	
  par4cipa4ng	
  fully	
  as	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  
society;	
  pupils,	
  therefore,	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  learn	
  to	
  
speak,	
  read	
  and	
  write	
  fluently	
  and	
  confidently	
  
are	
  effec4vely	
  disenfranchised.

2013



• How	
  are	
  society’s	
  values	
  espoused	
  in	
  the	
  2007	
  
document?

• And	
  in	
  2013?

• What	
  are	
  the	
  strengths	
  of	
  this	
  in	
  each?

• What	
  are	
  the	
  weaknesses?



The	
  texts	
  chosen	
  should	
  be...	
  texts	
  that	
  enable	
  pupils	
  to	
  understand	
  the	
  
appeal	
  and	
  importance	
  over	
  4me	
  of	
  texts	
  from	
  the	
  English	
  literary	
  heritage.	
  
This	
  should	
  include	
  works	
  selected	
  from	
  the	
  following	
  pre-­‐twen4eth-­‐century	
  
writers:	
  Jane	
  Austen,	
  Elizabeth	
  BarreA	
  Browning,	
  William	
  Blake,	
  CharloAe	
  
Brontë,	
  Robert	
  Burns,	
  Geoffrey	
  Chaucer,	
  Kate	
  Chopin,	
  John	
  Clare,	
  Samuel	
  
Taylor	
  Coleridge,	
  Charles	
  Dickens,	
  Arthur	
  Conan	
  Doyle,	
  George	
  Eliot,	
  Thomas	
  
Gray,	
  Thomas	
  Hardy,	
  John	
  Keats,	
  John	
  Masefield,	
  Chris4na	
  Rosse],	
  William	
  
Shakespeare	
  (sonnets),	
  Mary	
  Shelley,	
  Robert	
  Louis	
  Stevenson,	
  Jonathan	
  
Swi`,	
  Alfred	
  Lord	
  Tennyson,	
  HG	
  Wells,	
  Oscar	
  Wilde,	
  Dorothy	
  Wordsworth	
  
and	
  William	
  Wordsworth...	
  Writers	
  from	
  the	
  English	
  literary	
  heritage	
  wri4ng	
  
during	
  the	
  twen4eth	
  century	
  include:	
  WH	
  Auden,	
  Robert	
  Bolt,	
  TS	
  Eliot,	
  
Robert	
  Frost,	
  William	
  Golding,	
  Graham	
  Greene,	
  Seamus	
  Heaney,	
  Ted	
  Hughes,	
  
Elizabeth	
  Jennings,	
  Philip	
  Larkin,	
  DH	
  Lawrence,	
  Ursula	
  Le	
  Guin,	
  Jack	
  London,	
  
George	
  Orwell,	
  Wilfred	
  Owen,	
  Sylvia	
  Plath,	
  Siegfried	
  Sassoon,	
  George	
  
Bernard	
  Shaw,	
  RC	
  Sherriff,	
  Dylan	
  Thomas,	
  RS	
  Thomas	
  and	
  John	
  Wyndham...	
  
Texts	
  appropriate	
  for	
  study	
  at	
  key	
  stage	
  3	
  include	
  some	
  works	
  by	
  the	
  
following	
  authors:	
  John	
  Agard,	
  Maya	
  Angelou,	
  Kwesi	
  Brew,	
  Anita	
  Desai,	
  
Deborah	
  Ellis,	
  Athol	
  Fugard,	
  Jamila	
  Gavin,	
  Nadine	
  Gordimer,	
  Gaye	
  Hicyilmaz,	
  
Beverly	
  Naidoo,	
  Grace	
  Nichols,	
  C	
  Everard	
  Palmer,	
  Bali	
  Rai,	
  John	
  Steinbeck,	
  
Meera	
  Syal,	
  Mildred	
  D	
  Taylor,	
  Mark	
  Twain,	
  Adeline	
  Yen	
  Mah	
  and	
  Benjamin	
  
Zephaniah.

2007



2007
15	
  pages	
  outlining	
  aims,	
  
concepts	
  and	
  texts;	
  
6	
  pages	
  on	
  levels

2013
5	
  pages	
  outlining	
  aims,	
  
concepts	
  and	
  no	
  texts;	
  
18	
  pages	
  of	
  grammar.



• Content	
  focus

• More	
  Shakespeare

• Range	
  of	
  novels,	
  poetry	
  and	
  drama	
  

• Reading	
  for	
  enjoyment

2013	
  key	
  changes



“ It	
  is	
  intended	
  as	
  an	
  aid	
  for	
  teachers,	
  not	
  as	
  the	
  
body	
  of	
  knowledge	
  that	
  should	
  be	
  learnt	
  by	
  pupils.

2013



KS3	
  at	
  my	
  department



• What	
  are	
  the	
  strengths	
  of	
  this	
  curriculum?

• Where	
  are	
  there	
  areas	
  for	
  development?



Methods



Drama Group
reading Support

Hit	
  ’em	
  
hard

Crea6ve
assessment

Embed
grammar



Today we are learning to 
explore imagery and tone.

“Dulce et Decorum est”

What 
language is 

that?



L.O.: To explore how 
Dickens creates a 

supernatural atmosphere in 
“A Christmas Carol.”



Today we are exploring how 
Owen creates feelings 

through personification.



KS4	
  at	
  my	
  department



• iGCSE	
  English	
  Language

• AQA	
  English	
  Literature



• Coursework

• Flexible

• Sensible	
  exam	
  paper

• Demanding	
  vocabulary	
  –	
  what’s	
  a	
  “carapace”?

iGCSE



Case	
  studies



“ In	
  England	
  students	
  eligible	
  for	
  free	
  school	
  
meals…	
  are	
  less	
  than	
  half	
  as	
  likely	
  to	
  gain	
  five	
  
GCSEs	
  including	
  English	
  and	
  Mathema4cs…	
  as	
  
other	
  students,	
  and	
  twice	
  as	
  likely	
  to	
  leave	
  
school	
  with	
  no	
  qualifica4ons	
  at	
  all.	
  Children	
  who	
  
grow	
  up	
  in	
  care	
  are	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  prison	
  
than	
  university.

—	
  F.	
  Whelan



Tiffany



• Professional	
  parents

• Encouraged	
  to	
  read

• Taken	
  to	
  the	
  theatre

• 4	
  A-­‐levels	
  planned

• University	
  bound



Sara



• Mother	
  unemployed

• “Dangerous”	
  estate

• History	
  of	
  disrup4ve	
  behaviour	
  

• Loves	
  reading	
  aloud

• Hair	
  and	
  beauty



• What	
  does	
  Tiffany	
  need	
  from	
  the	
  school?

• What	
  does	
  Sara	
  need?

• What	
  is	
  the	
  school’s	
  responsibility	
  to	
  these	
  
students?	
  



• Professional	
  parents

• Encouraged	
  to	
  read

• Taken	
  to	
  the	
  theatre

• 4	
  A-­‐levels	
  planned

• University	
  bound

• Mother	
  unemployed

• “Dangerous”	
  estate

• Disrup4ve	
  behaviour	
  

• Loves	
  reading	
  aloud

• Hair	
  and	
  beauty

Tiffany Sara



Charter	
  Schools



• US	
  context:	
  Economic	
  and	
  racial	
  segrega4on	
  

• With	
  regards	
  to	
  cultural	
  literacy,	
  what	
  challenges	
  
does	
  this	
  place	
  on	
  their	
  system?

• Are	
  there	
  any	
  advantages?



Gary	
  Comer	
  
College	
  Prep



South	
  Chicago



• 95%	
  average	
  daily	
  aAendance	
  

• 3rd	
  highest	
  value	
  added	
  on	
  ACT	
  of	
  all	
  high	
  schools	
  
in	
  Chicago

• Rigorous	
  college	
  prep	
  curriculum	
  

• 100%	
  of	
  the	
  2012	
  class	
  had	
  enrollment	
  to	
  a	
  4	
  year	
  
college	
  course









KIPP





• “We	
  are	
  commiAed	
  to	
  serving	
  the	
  students	
  who	
  
need	
  us	
  most	
  and	
  refuse	
  to	
  accept	
  anything	
  less	
  
than	
  an	
  excellent	
  college-­‐preparatory	
  educa4on	
  
for	
  students	
  from	
  low-­‐income	
  communi4es”

• “climbing	
  the	
  mountain	
  to	
  and	
  through	
  college”

• “work	
  hard,	
  be	
  nice”



“ A	
  teacher	
  who	
  spends	
  an	
  en4re	
  year	
  helping	
  a	
  
student	
  to	
  focus	
  in	
  class	
  may	
  see	
  liAle	
  addi4onal	
  
learning	
  during	
  that	
  year,	
  but	
  has	
  laid	
  a	
  
founda4on	
  for	
  years	
  to	
  come

—	
  F.	
  Whelan



• What	
  lessons	
  can	
  we	
  learn	
  from	
  US	
  Charter	
  
schools?

• What	
  should	
  we	
  be	
  wary	
  of?

• Is	
  our	
  situa4on	
  completely	
  different?



Closing	
  QuesKons



• What	
  do	
  we	
  want	
  for	
  our	
  students,	
  and	
  how	
  do	
  
we	
  get	
  there?

• How	
  far	
  do	
  our	
  values	
  impact	
  on	
  what	
  we	
  do	
  and	
  
how	
  we	
  do	
  it?

• How	
  far	
  should	
  our	
  values	
  impact	
  on	
  what	
  we	
  do	
  
and	
  how	
  we	
  do	
  it?



Following	
  up:
jo.facer@teachfirst.org.uk

@readingthebooks
readingallthebooks.com

mailto:jo.facer@teachfirst.org.uk
mailto:jo.facer@teachfirst.org.uk

